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circumstanci^ command, and the fae> 
roic sacrjftices pi the people require, 
anxious th2t it i>liou}d approach to 
"that degree pf perfection which men 
are allowed to (^taii), when they pro. 
ceed with ^ood faith, aad with a de- 
sire of doing right, has decreed as 
foUoVs : 

l8t. All wise Spani^T^s who have 
neditatea op grojectit of Reform with 
respect to the coi^stitution <rf the 
kingdom in gmerajj (1$ w^l| as un the 
particular branches of piH^iic admin- 
istration, are invited by the Junta to 
communicate their ideas ' with fuU 
liberty, and as they may judge may 
answer best inr tjje good of their 
country. 

^d. Those writings shalj be sent to 
the Junta tttrough the Secretary's oflSce, 
within the term of two niontbs froni 
the date of this decree, and the authors 
will subscribe their names, ot amarji 
by yfliich tiiey may be known in 
proper time. 

3d. rh|?se Writingt alfter being exa- 
mined in a summary uay, the writers 
of "those which are toniid to be really 
useful by the observations, uir by tb$ 
knowledge ttiey contain, shall he called 
upon, in oroer to take a part in th^ 
commissions of Reform, which shdij 
be immediately created. 

4th. These Commissions shall be 
presided each by « member of the 
Junta, and in them will be examined 
and prepared the works which are to 
be presented for approbation, 

5tli. 'I'he prtg'ects approved of by 
the Junta shall be presented .to the 
Kational Sanction, and from it yrill 
receive the character, the authority, 
and the force of law. 

6th. The Junta does not anticipate 
its judgment, to prepossess the puldic 
opinion with respect to thesis projects : 
It only believes that it ouglit to an<- 
nounce firom this moment cettain 
principles, u^xmi which the wish aij4 
iigsire of the nation has irrevocably 
resolved, and tiom which notbmgf hat 
(an be written or discussed on the 
subject of lleffTm, can alter. Those 
principles are reduced to the follow* 
lug : 

llie Catholic, Apostolic, Eoman 
Keligion. is the only Religion of the 
Siatt.^—'X'hi Constitution ot Spain is 
te btj a moj;a>«by, hereditary in Fer- 



dinand the 7th,' his descendents, and 
thote called by the Law to succeed 
them: — ^The nation U to be governed 
henceforward by the Laws freely de- 
liberated, imd acfministered — there shall 
be a J^'aiional Cortes, in the manner 
and form which tmj he established, 
taking intq consideifation the ditfer- 
ence and alteration^ which l^ve taken 
place since the time when they were 
lawfully held.— Our American and 
ol(ter colonies shall be the same as ihe 
Metropolis in all Rights and CoiutU 
iutipnal Prerogatives. The reform 
which our legal codes, administration, 
and recovery of public rents, and every 
thing belonging to the direction of 
commerce, agriculture, arts, educa- 
tion, as well national, marine, and 
warlike are to undergo, shall be only 
and exclusively directed to obtain the 
greatest ease, and the better illustration 
oF the Spanish people, so horridly team- 
ed until nofir. 

7. The ijation which shall be legally 
and soleimily constituted from . . . - 
On that day, the General Cortes of the 
Spanish monarchy, after being so long 
neglected, shall meet together for the 
£rst time. 



AT AMEtTIMGOrTHeCITIZEMSOXBRISlOl, 

Canvtrwa al the Gitildhall, Ike 26/A oj 

Mag 1809. 

wiLLiAtf coAT««, esq. in the Chaii-. 

It was Resolved, 1st. That at this rao- 
meiitous period, when the people arc tes- 
tifying the high sense they entertain of 
their superior rights as Britons, by the 
sacrifices thev daily make of many of the 
comforts, if not of the necessaries of life, 
for the liiainten^iice and defence of the 
$tat.e, they have an undoubted right to 
insist that those who are entrusted with 
theadoiiuisCratioii of pnblic affairs, should 
at least atji^tain from uudi.sguised profli- 
gacy and notorious corruptibo. 

3. That GwylliafD tloyfi Wardle, esq. 
in bis p.irliameotary exertions, respecting^ 
tli« conduct of His Royal Highness the 
late Coniniander in Chief, displayed that 
aealoBS vigilance for the public welfare, 
that clear disceroaient, Ifaat pure disinte. 
restedaess, that inextinguishable ardour, 
and that unshaken eoostaucy, which cha- 
racterise the. (lue patriot. That he has 
thereby justly acquired the admiratioit 
and gratitude of every UDCorruptcd uiem- 
ber of the cummuniiy, and be is requested 
tu accept this heartfelt acknowledgement 
tVoiu the Citizens of Britol nov assembled 
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That our thanks are due ta Sir Fran- 
cis itiirdett, Bart, for the consistency 
<if Ills conduct i■^secomling Mr. Wardle's 
motion for luquiry^ to lord Folkstone for 
his eaily knd steady support of ttie mea- 
sure; to Mr, Wliitbrcnd and Sir Samuel 
RoniiUy, for their able exertions during 
Its progress ; and to general Fetgusou, 
lord Archibald H&iuilton, Mr. Madocks, 
and such other members of the house* of 
coaimons, as by their virtuous co-opera- 
tion proved themselves to be the actual 
representatives of the people. 

4tb. Vhat during the late inquiry, we 
observed with the deepest regret, that in 
an assembly of persons styling theuiselves 
the representatives of the people, the in- 
fluence of public opinion wasunblushingly 
condumued, and its legitiniacy^upenly de- 
nied ; but we triuuiph in the redeciioii, 
that the authority which bis majesty's 
ministers dared to r< vile, they have found 
themselves compelled to obey. 

3tb. That we consider the late happy 
detection of Lord (^astlereagh in his foul 
attempt on the constitution, as a pledge on 
the part of the virtuous reptebentatutjs 
of the people, that tt>ey will not slum- 
ber at their posts nntil our foraiidable 
enemy, corruption, be completely sub- 
dued. 

titb. That we look with confidence to 
a speedy and e ifectual reform o( the com- 
mons house of paiiiament, as the only 
means of rooting out corruption \ and in 
effecting reform, we earnestly deprecate 
the insidious interference of those who 
are themselves profiting by the rontinu- 
ence of state Abuses and Reversionary 
Sinecures. 

Itb. Ttiat we seek no other reform than 
such as »hall insure to us the restoration 
of that free and glorious constitution 
which our forefathers «) bravely acquiredi 
which I bey again and again se manfully 
asserted, and which they so religiously 
transmitted to their posterity as their best, 
their inalienable birthright. 

ath. That owr thanks aie due to Mr. 
•lohn Winter, jno. and the other inde- 
pendent citizens at whose ia«tance this 
meeting was convened. 

9tb. That copies of fhese resohitionB 
l>e subscribed by the chairman io the 
name uf the meeting, and be transmitted 
hy him to Mr. Wardle, Sir Francis 
Biirdett, lord Folkstom-, Sir S. RoiniJIy, 
jV!r. Whilbread, General Ferguson, Lord 
A. Hamilton, and Mr. MaUo<'ics. 

loth. That our acknowledgeuients are 
due to Mr. Matthew Mills Coates, for 
the Resolutions this day adopted, and 
for his zealous and able ekertiuus on 
the present occasioot 



lUh. That the proree<lings of this day- 
be inserted in all the Bristol Newspapers, 
the Morning Chronicle, the Star, and the 
Globe. W. Coates, Chairman. 

Tlje thanks of the meeting were then 
voted to the chairman, for his able and im- 
partial conduct. 

MS. ekskine's instsvctions. 
Copy of a DisficHrhfivmMr. Secretary Cart- 

ning to the Hon. JD. M- iCnkine, Dated 

Foreign (Jffice, 'i3d Jimuarg, IS09. 

SiH.— If there really exist in those in- 
dividuals who are to have a leading share 
in the new administration of the {Tnited 
States, that disposition to come to a 
complete and cordial understanding with 
Great iTitain, of which you have received 
from them such positive assurances; ia 
meeting that disposition It would be use- 
less and unprofitable to ri'Cur to a recapi- 
tulation of the causes from which the dif- 
ferences between the two Governments 
hai'e arisen, or of the argnments already 
nn often repeated in support of that system 
of retaliation to. whit:fa his Majtsty has 
unwillingly had recourse— That systelh 
his Majesty must unqnestiunably continue 
to maintain, unless the object of it can be 
otherwise accomplished. Bi^after the pro- 
fession on the part of so many of {he lead- 
In^ Members of the Government of the 
United States, of a sincere desire to con- 
tribute to that objeRt in a manner which 
should render the continuance of the sys- 
tem adopted by the British fJovernment 
unnecrssitry, it is thought right thata lair 
oppurtuaity should be olfet'cd to the- .Vme- 
rican Government toexplaij^iitfrliieaning, 
and give proof of it»*tftrerity. The ex- 
tension of the interdiction of the Ameri- 
can harbours to the ships of war of France 
as well as of Great Britain, is, iis stated 
in my former dispatch, an acceptable 
symptom qf the gyiitein of inipartialitf 
towilds both Belligerents ; the first th it 
has been publicly manifested by th^ 
American Oovernuient. The like exten- 
sion of th« Nott- importation Act to <vt|»eT 
Belligerents is equally propel' in this view. 
These measures remove those preliipinarir 
objettions, which must otheiHise hat* 
precluded any u^ful or aiiiicable dis(;u.s- 
sion. {n this state of things, is it po.ssihle 
fur Qreat Sritain to eiiteitain propps'i- 
tiuns, which while such aiaiiifest.pnrtia- 
lity was shown 'o her tiiemics, "were not 
consistent either with her dignity or bet 
interests. 

From the report of your conversation 
with Mr. Madison, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. 
Smith,itappears— Isr, That the American 
Gov^ruinciit i« piepared, in the event ui 
his Migesty's cuuseoting tv withdraw tht; 



